Multidrug-resistant and extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR/XDR-TB) is
26 unrelentingly increasing worldwide. As MDR/XDR-TB is notoriously difficult to treat, 27 already approved drugs, such as trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, are being investigated as 28 treatment options (1). The activity of penicillin against Mycobacterium tuberculosis was 29 investigated already in the 1940s (2), but β-lactams were deemed ineffective. However, it was 30 later shown that the β-lactamase BlaC causes the hydrolysis of β-lactam antibiotics (3) (4) (5) (6) .
31
This hydrolysis can be inhibited by the β-lactamase-inhibitor clavulanic acid (CLA), which 32 irreversibly inactivates BlaC (6, 7 The MICs of the 68 M. tuberculosis isolates were determined by inoculating bacterial 56 suspensions onto the Middlebrook 7H10 medium using a 96-stick replicator, as previously 57 described (15). The mycobacterial cultures were incubated at 37ºC and growth was evaluated 58 after three weeks. The MIC was defined as the lowest concentration with less growth than the 59 1:100 diluted control. Sterile water was used as a negative control (15). than the concentration used in our study and liquid media was used. Nevertheless, the 112 excluded isolates were distributed among all three of our resistance groups and the exclusion 113 rate is unlikely to compromise the validity of our results.
114
In conclusion, our study is unique because of the high number of MDR/XDR-TB isolates 
